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INTRODUCTION TO 
CALDERSTONES SCHOOL 

 
 
Calderstones is situated on a large campus which includes extensive playing fields and many 
trees.  As part of a Private Finance Initiative (PFI) some £12 million has been spent on the 
buildings of the school. 
 
The school has excellent facilities including: a separate Sixth Form Centre located in Calder 
House, a Grade II listed building; a Science Wing consisting of 15 Science laboratories plus one 
specialist Sports Science Lab, a Maths/Geography Wing of 15 classrooms; an Arts Wing with 21 
classrooms for English, Modern Foreign Languages and Religious Education as well as 3 purpose 
built Music rooms, 4 Art rooms and a Drama facility; this building also houses the new cafeteria 
and kitchen.  We have two Gymnasiums, a Sports Hall, a Dance Studio, Fitness Lab and a 
Swimming Pool.  History, Economics and 6 ICT suites are all located in Quarry Bank House.  A 
separate Technology Wing contains 11 specialist Design and Technology rooms. 
 
The school is proud of its tradition of caring for pupils as individuals.  There are 1533 pupils on roll 
and we have a thriving sixth form of 268.  Most of our sixth formers go on to degree courses after 
Year 13. 
 
Highly qualified specialist staff have been recruited in all subject areas and all departments are 
suited. 
 
The Pastoral system is year based.  Each year group has a Head of Year and an Assistant Head 
of Year, 10 Form tutors and a Pupil Support Secretary who all usually stay with their year group for 
five years. 
 
Examination results at all levels are among the best in Liverpool and we aim to offer each pupil as 
many opportunities as possible both inside and outside the classroom.  Extra curricular activities 
include music; choirs; drama, sports such as athletics, cross country, dance, hockey, netball, 
basketball, football, trampolining, swimming, cricket and tennis; Duke of Edinburgh Awards; and 
field studies in this country and abroad.  There is an annual residential trip to Paris for Year 7 
pupils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

    
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

The aim of the school is to educate pupils of all abilities, each to a maximum of his/her potential, 
so that every boy and girl can enjoy a high quality of life and contribute responsibly and fully to the 
life of the community.  To achieve this general aim we are concerned: 
 
(i) To provide the range of courses, the quality of teaching and the climate for learning 

necessary for the individual to develop skills, abilities and interests to the full, thus 
maintaining the school's tradition of excellence; 

(ii) To foster good relationships between parents, teachers and pupils; 
(iii) To enhance the pupils' learning and development through the provision of a wide range of 

extra-curricular activities; 
(iv) to provide the staff with the support and training to achieve the aims of the school; 
(v) to promote an orderly, caring community in which truth, integrity, courtesy and respect for 

the needs of others are valued. 
 

PASTORAL STRUCTURE 
 

Form Tutors are responsible for the general welfare of their pupils and for the general 
administrative duties.  It is to the Form Teacher that a pupil will normally go for help and advice in 
the first instance. 
 
Each year has a Head of Year and an Assistant Head of Year who are responsible for monitoring 
the academic and social progress of their pupils, for general questions of discipline. There is a 
Pupil Support Secretary assigned to each Year group who will liaise with parents and staff on 
various matters: attendance and punctuality, minor health problems or accidents, taking 
messages, making appointments etc. 
 
This team will be based in one building for the five years of compulsory education, thereby 
ensuring consistency of care and strengthening the relationships between parents, teachers and 
pupils. 
 
There are also four very experienced full time Learning Support Mentors working with individuals 
from all year groups. 
 

ACADEMIC STRUCTURE 
 

The academic structure of the school is based on developing the individual talents and strengths 
of all children. In Year 7, following tests in Maths and Reading, children are set very quickly for 
Maths, English and Science. Extra help is provided for those most in need and children are placed 
in mixed ability groups in all other areas.  All other subjects would aim to set by the end of the first 
half term. In Years 8 and 9, setting is common to all subjects. This enables children to work at a 
pace best suited to their talent in each subject.  For example, a pupil could be in a high set for 
Maths, a middle set for Science and a lower set for French. The lowest sets contain smaller 
numbers so that children get more individual attention. 
 
The school has a policy of setting homework for all children and a homework timetable is provided 
for each pupil. The amount of homework varies with age and ability and increases as children 
approach GCSE examinations. Homework is frequently of a written nature but also includes 
reading, learning and creative work and enquiry tasks. We hope that parents will be able to 
support the school by supervision of their children's homework.  Arrangements for homework are 
clearly set out in our Homework Policy circulated to all parents via their childrenôs Personal 
Journal. During the 2011/12 academic year teachers will display all of their homework on FROG 
Calderstones School Virtual Learning Platform. 



 

    
 

SCHOOL CURRICULUM: YEARS 7 - 11 
 
YEARS 7-9 
 
In the first three years all pupils study the core subjects in the National Curriculum, i.e. Maths, 
Science and English.  They will also study the other Foundation subjects i.e. a Foreign Language, 
History, Geography, Art, Music, Technology, Religious Studies (RS) and Physical Education (PE) 
including swimming in our own pool. 
 
In addition pupils at Calderstones have lessons in Citizenship/Personal, Social & Health Education 
(PSHE).  All Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils have one lesson of Information Communication Technology 
(ICT) per week. 
 
YEARS 10 AND 11 
 
In Year 10 pupils start a two year course which leads to GCSE or BTEC at the end of Year 11.  All 
pupils take Maths, English and Science.  Students may follow one of three pathways: 
 
Pathway 1 
Here pupils take English and Maths plus six options at least two of which must be Science, one in 
a modern foreign language and one in humanities (Geography or History). 
 
Pathway 2 
Here pupils take English, Maths and BTEC Science plus two option choices.  Pupils on Pathway 2 
are given more curriculum time in the 3 core subjects and their two options.   
 
Pathway 3 
This pathway involves pupils spending one day per week following vocational courses in the local 
community college.  On their 4 days in school they have a timetable covering the core subjects ï 
English, Maths and Science ï as well as ICT, PE and PSHE. 
 
Pupils on all three pathways follow national external examination board syllabuses.  All pupils 
continue to have lessons in Citizenship, PE and RS . 
 
SIXTH FORM 
 

(i) Two Year 'A' Level Course 
 Consisting of :  Four Level 3 Courses (AS Levels/BTECs/OCR Nationals) in Year 12 
        Three Level 3 Courses plus  General Studies in Year 13 
 
(ii) Lower Sixth One Year Course 

Students may re-take GCSE examinations alongside a number of new, one year Level 2 
courses 

 
(iii) Calderstones has collaborated with a number of local South Liverpool Schools to form the 

south Liverpool Partnership.  This allows students to study a wider range of courses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

    
 

                      
 

 WHAT IS FROG? 
 

FROG is the name of our schoolôs Virtual Learning Platform. It is essentially a website hosted by 
the school in which many of our resources and materials are available to be accessed by pupils 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Each department has their own personal website and is where your 
children can access a multitude of resources. It has been up and running for pupils since March 
2010 so it is still a relatively new addition to the school. 
 
To access it, simply head to: 

 
http://frog.calderstones.co.uk  

 
Your child simply uses their school username and password to log on to the system. If your child 
has trouble accessing the system, then ask them to speak with ICT Support the next time they are 
in school. 
 
Currently, FROG is being used in many different ways within the school: 
 

¶ Homework and applicable class work tasks are now mostly set via FROG. Where possible, 
marks and comments for improving work will also be fed back via FROG. 
 

¶ All pupils have access to their internal email account which allows them to contact their 
teachers and also their fellow pupils. 
 

¶ We run an Electronic Newspaper called ñThe Lily Padò which is updated and maintained by 
pupils! 
 

¶ All relevant letters are published via FROG so to cut down on wastage at certain times of 
the year. 
 

¶ Many different portal sites such as the Information & Guidance Portal, Lost & Found Portal, 
Exams Information Portal and others all provide the latest info to pupils as well as parents. 
 

¶ Calendar and Diary functions allow the school to publish upcoming events and also give the 
pupils the opportunity to use their own personal calendar. 
 

¶ We also offer a secure and safe Social Networking facility which allows pupils to collaborate 
with friends and fellow pupils. 

  

http://frog.calderstones.co.uk/
http://frog.calderstones.co.uk/


 

    
 

WHAT DOES FROG OFFER FOR PARENTS? 
 
Currently, the main parental access into FROG is via your childôs username and password. This 
allows you to view their current homework and assignments, view any school news items plus 
have access to certain letters that the school publishes via the FROG homepage as well as the 
schoolôs website (www.calderstones.co.uk). Accessing your childôs account allows you to keep 
more in touch with what is happening in the school. 
 
Sometime during this academic year, parents will be given access to the FROG Parental 
Engagement Platform. This website will give you access to your childôs current progress in 
Calderstones. You will have your own login and so be able to access information such as: 
 

¶ Current Academic Progress 

¶ Attendance 

¶ School Reports 

¶ Current homework and assignments set for one or more of your children from your account 

¶ Behavioural information (Positive and Negative behaviour) 

¶ Email access to Pupil Development Leaders and others 

¶ Parental news items 

¶ School events information 

¶ Current school policy documents 

¶ And much, much more! 
 

It will be designed to collate information which is available on the school website and also via our 
ePortal for Parents website which has some of the above and present it all in one secure website. 
We hope to be providing much more information regarding this website once itôs officially available 
for parents to access. 
 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR FROG AT HOME 
 

You can access FROG from any internet-connected computer but to be able to use it properly, you 
should ideally have the following: 
 

¶ Microsoft Windows XP/Vista/7 

¶ Microsoft Internet Explorer 7/8/9 

¶ Adobe Flash Player 9 or better 

¶ Apple QuickTime 7 or better 
 

Not having all of the above may impact certain features of FROG. The website is updated with 
regular updates which improves compatibility with other browsers and operating systems. If your 
child has technical issues with aspects of FROG at home then please ask your child to speak with 
ICT Support the next time they are in school. 

http://www.calderstones.co.uk/


 

    
 

SPORT AND PE AT CALDERSTONES 

 
There are extensive facilities for a wide range of sporting activities within the school. Facilities 
include two gymnasiums, sports fields, swimming pool, sports hall, fitness suite and dance studio. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
At Calderstones, we believe pupils should have the widest possible choice of PE and sporting 
options. Our aim is that all pupils should enjoy participating whatever their level of skill. Pupils 
regularly take part in: 
 
Athletics - The school has achieved considerable success with teams in year 7-10. We currently 
have several pupils who are district and city champions 
 
Basketball - We have basketball teams in all year groups and our year 7 boys are currently South 
Liverpool Sports Partnership Basketball Champions and our year 12 team are city champions. 
 
Cricket - Teams in years 7-10 perform well in local and national competitions. We have set up 
strong links with Mossley Hill Cricket Club. 
 
Boys Football - Teams play every Saturday morning in local and national competitions and many 
of our boys play for city teams and academies 
 
Girls Football - Enter into local competitions and our year 7 team is currently Matrix Challenge 
Shield Runners Up, which was held at Goodison Park 
 
Netball - We have strong teams in all year groups and our year 7 team are currently city 
champions. 
 
Rounderôs - Teams from years 7-10 play in local matches every week. Year 7 are city champions 
and Year 10 are runners up. All teams are very successful and we host all city matches at our 
Mather Avenue playing fields. 
 
Swimming - We have regular training and galas for boys and girls with many of our children being 
city champions. 
 
Tennis - Very popular with boys and girls, many attend coaching sessions and teams have gone 
on to do well in local competitions. 



 

    
 

 

Sporting Honours (teams) 
 

¶ Boys Year 7 Winners South Liverpool Basketball League 

¶ Girls Year 7 District and City Rounders Champions  

¶ Girls Year 9 Netball City Champions 

¶ Boys Year 12 Basketball city champions 

 
Individual Sporting Honours 

 
¶ City champions in Athletics, Swimming 

¶ In Year 11 we have the World Kick Boxing Champion! 

 

       
 

Extra-Curricular 

 
Below you will find the current extra-curricular timetable. It details the many activities we offer 
before school, during lunch times, after school and at weekends. 
 

  

MONDAY  

 

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

BEFORE 
SCHOOL 

 
Yr 8 & 9 

Basketball 
sports hall 

Yr 7 Basketball 
sports hall 

   

LUNCH 
Badminton Club 

sports hall 
 

6
th
 Form football ï

sports hall 
Yr 7 Netball Team 

 
Badminton 
sports hall 
All years 

 

Football Matches 
All years 

AFTER SCHOOL 

Football Yr 7 
 

Football Yr 9 
 

Netball Yr 7 & 8 
sports hall 

 
Basketball 

Calder gym all yrs 
 

Table Tennis 
Quarry Gym  all 

yrs 
 

Yr 10 & 11 
Fitness Club 

Netball Matches 

Netball Practice 
Yr 9/10 & 11 

sports hall /Courts 
 

Girls Football 
Match Night 

 
Football Yr 7 

 
Football Yr8 

 
Swimming Club 

 

 
Yr 11/12/13 

Football 
 

Yr 10 Football 
Practice 

 
Basketball 

Practice All Years 
 

Girls Football 
Practice 

 
Aqua Aerobics Yr 

9 & 10 
 

Fitness 
Yr 12/11/13 
Fitness suite 

 

Football Team 
Practice Yr 8 

 

 
 

  



 

    
 

PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT 
 

The Performing Arts department is thriving with opportunities for pupils to get involved. 

¶ Over 100 pupils learn an instrument 

¶ Instruments include Violin, Cello, Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute, Guitar, Bass guitar, Voice, 
Brass and drum-kit 
 

We currently have the following groups: 

¶ Orchestra ï 45 pupils involved 

¶ Singing Group ï 60 pupils involved 

¶ Senior Woodwind ï all pupils Grade IV and above 

¶ Junior Woodwind ï all pupils below Grade IV standard 

¶ Brass Band ï all brass players 

¶ String Group ï all string players 

¶ Jazz/Swing Band ï 20 pupils involved 
 

All the above groups take part in regular concerts such as: 
Á The School Carol Service held every year during the last week of the Autumn Term in All 

Hallows Church. 
Á The Summer Concert held on the Memorial Lawn or Quarry Bank Hall if the weather is 

poor. 
Á We have many bands in school and each year these bands can take place in a ógigô known 

as Calderfest held in Quarry Hall: 
 

Each year we put on a production.  Every other year it is always a Musical: 
 

 GREASE (2010) OUR DAY OUT (2011) 
 

  
 

We have an excellent relationship with the Dance group Kicking Free who choreograph our 
productions and also offer GCSE after school.  During the last 3 years every one of the pupils 
entered for Dance GCSE passed with at least a grade C or above.  There are currently 20 pupils 
studying Dance in year 11 and 20 in year 10 and these pupils will be encouraged to perform in 
Dance shows throughout venues in Liverpool. 
 

The music department offers a wide range of activities both at lunchtime and after school.  These 
activities are open to all and offer the opportunity for pupils having instrumental lessons both in 
and out of school to extend their skills further and develop as ensemble musicians.  The regular 
groups are Calder Singers, Gospel Choir, woodwind ensembles, string, jazz and brass groups and 
the orchestra.  All these ensembles participate in termly concerts, which also offer the opportunity 
for individuals to perform as soloists. Instrumental lessons are available on most instruments and 
all pupils are encouraged to become involved with authority ensembles to further their playing 
experiences. Our aim is that all pupils should enjoy participating and working together! 

 


